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Opening day fills schools with smiles

Students filled the halls and classrooms of
Poughkeepsie City schools on opening
day as a new year began.
At the elementary schools, things went
“very smooth,” said Director of
Elementary Education Janet Bisti.
Krieger Elementary School held an
opening day Life Skills Orientation,
inviting parents to join their children for a
while and get acquainted with the
program for students with
exceptionalities.
“The parents were able to see the room,
speak with the teacher and aide, play
some games and have snacks,” Bisti said.
Krieger Principal Starla Ciarelli said the
atmosphere was positive throughout the
day.
City of Poughkeepsie Mayor Rob Rolison and Morse Elementary School
“The students were excited to be back in
Principal Samantha Mitchell dance with students on the first day back.
school. As staff and families walked
around the building, we saw smiling faces
CLICK TO SEE PHOTO GALLERY ONLINE
and heard positive comments about
opening day.”
Bisti said she is “looking forward to continued growth and improvement in academics, social-emotional
learning and providing interventions students need to be successful and happy in Poughkeepsie.”
Morse Elementary School teachers and staff met parents and their children outside and escorted them into
the building where Rev. Sue Fortunato and members of Christ Church served coffee and donuts and
collected names for the PTA, Principal Dr. David Scott said. “The opening was fantastic,” he said, adding
that he did an orientation for each grade and returning students clapped as he showed the new students
around.

Middle and High School

At Poughkeepsie High School, the front door line moved
smoothly through the new security system and students
received their programs as they entered the building, Assistant
Superintendent for Secondary Education Charles Gallo said.
“We had extra monitors and staff in the hall to help direct
students as some had never been in the building,” he said.
Poughkeepsie Middle School Principal Royce-Giron and staff
members painted windows welcoming students back. She was
pleased with opening day.
“The first day went great, there was a lot of eagerness and we
started off on the right foot in the school.
For the first two days, students had an extended homerooms
and today there were grade level assemblies.
Counselor Ann Marie Tucker echoed Royce-Giron’s sentiments.

Superintendent Dr. Eric Jay Rosser, members of
the board of education, Mayor Rob Rolison visit
Joe North's music class at PHS on opening day
Thursday, Sept. 8, 2022.

“We had smiling kids and great assemblies to
kick off the year. Students were in class
ready to learn. We started the year with an
amazing PBIS (Positive Behavior Interventions
and Supports) initiative and it feels really
good,” Tucker said.
Gallo added that the preparation and hiring
done over the summer to help support
students made a difference.
“We have to maintain a student-centered,
supportive culture in the buildings and we
can do that through our hiring of assistant
principals of climate and culture and the
addition of crisis workers,” he said, adding
that students in crisis at the start of the day
will be brought to a crisis worker in order to
receive the support they need to be
successful.
“I’m looking forward to the brick and mortar
PMS Principal Kelleyann Royce-Giron and the staff wrote welcome
classes and less reliability on remote learning
notes to students on the school windows for opening day.
and seeing more student activities and
extracurricular programming as we get back to normal so kids can interact with each other,” Gallo said.

Superintendent provides
school opening update

Superintendent Dr. Eric Jay Rosser delivered his
annual opening of school update to the Board of
Education and community at the Sept. 7 regular
meeting of the Board of Education. In his
presentation, Rosser provided updates on the
expansions made to the instructional and student
support programs this school year. The presentation
also highlighted the district’s safety and security
upgrades noting that additional activity will take place through the implementation of the $3 million Safety
and Security Plan which is in the approval process with the New York State Education Department.
Rosser specified that this plan will enable the district to install additional EVOLV State of the Traffic Control
Weapons Detection Systems at both Poughkeepsie High School and Poughkeepsie Middle School along
with a state of the art lockdown alert system in all schools throughout the district. Read more about the
EVOLV system here.
Updates on all of the building and facilities improvements that took place this summer were provided.
Rosser commented that a larger presentation is slated for the Sept. 21 Board of Education Workshop
meeting and will not only highlight what has been accomplished under the $98 million Capital Project to
date but also provide details on the next phase of building improvements.
Dr. Timothy Wade, assistant superintendent of administrative services, joined Rosser by providing updates on
the District’s updated COVID-19 procedures.
Rosser concluded his presentation by highlighting the collective accomplishments that have been
achieved by the school community and its critical partners as the district remains laser-focused on
achieving the goals of the 5-Year Strategic Plan. He shared a few high-level performance objectives that
the district will accomplish this year. To view the full 22-23 PCSD Performance Objectives click here.
View the entire Opening of Schools Update.
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Board approves staff raises, adjustments

The Board of Education approved a recommendation brought forward by
Dr. Eric Jay Rosser, superintendent of schools, for employees belonging to
the non-aligned (not represented by a collective bargaining unit) to receive
an increase in compensation either through market adjustments or
percentage increase ranging from 3.5 percent to 3.95 percent. Market
adjustments were provided to employees whose salaries were below the
median salary of other similar positions in school districts throughout
Dutchess County. Percentage increases were provided to those employees
who have served in their current role for a year or more.
The proposal outlined percentage increases for the next three years for this
group, on the condition that annual performance evaluations are
satisfactory. Rosser shared that one of his charges when hired as superintendent was to develop a plan to
equalize the compensation of all employees to other Dutchess County school districts. During his tenure, he
has brought recommendations to the Board of Education to approve contracts with PPSOPA (clerical unit)
and CSEA (maintenance and facilities unit). The district is currently in active contract negotiations with
PPSAA (administrator unit), CSEA, and PPSPA (paraprofessional unit). This past Wednesday, Sept. 7, 2022,
PPSTA (teacher’s unit) and the district exchanged proposals and are setting dates to begin the contract
negotiation process.
Rosser stated that “It’s important for the health of the Poughkeepsie City School District to compensate the
district’s talent commensurate with the talent in surrounding school districts. Doing so is not only right by
those committed to supporting the vision and direction of the District but also supports employee retention,
recruitment, and morale.”
The effective date for non-aligned increases will be Sept. 5 and applied once each employee's evaluation
has been verified as satisfactory.

CI Weekly: New curriculum, start with purpose

Learn more about new curriculum in the district, how teachers can start the new year with
purpose and get key dates in the Sept. 9 CI Weekly.

Morse students, staff in The Buzz

This week’s The Buzz, the City of Poughkeepsie weekly
email newsletter, has two items that mention
Poughkeepsie City School District.
The first is an article on the 9/11 ceremony this
morning which featured Morse Elementary School
students leading the Pledge of Allegiance and the
second a feature on Julee Molina, the new bilingual
outreach representative the city and district share.
The Buzz features news and information from the city
and comes out every Friday. This week’s edition also
has information on the city’s comprehensive plan,
renovations to Malcom X Park and bulk service dropoff dates.
Check it out and sign up to get it delivered to your inbox so you can catch up on all the news.

Upcoming events
•
•

Saturday, Sept. 10, Back to School Bash, 12-3 p.m., PHS Track and Field, 70 Forbus St., Free food,
school supplies, bounce houses. Come meet staff and learn about all the resources available to
PCSD families.
Wednesday, Sept. 21, Board of Education Workshop & Regular meeting, 6:30-8:30 p.m.,
Administration Building, 18 S. Perry St.
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