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Join the Poughkeepsie City School District in celebrating the district's wonderful g\\\“ 1, NationaL:
team of school counselors during National School Counseling Week, February -
5-9,2024.
Our school counselors play an important role in ensuring Poughkeepsie City School District students have
meaningful educational experiences they can cherish. As infegral members of school support feams, school
counselors provide essential social-emotional support and connect our students to positive youth
development opportunities and academic supports, and support the college and career aspirations of our
children.
"Our School Counselors are the heart of our schools. They work tirelessly to ensure students meet their
academic goals, take care of their social-emotional needs and play a pivotal role in helping students realize

Poughkeepsie City School District Counselors their college and career aspirations. While they
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Sociol Elf)‘m:’?;n;;r:‘:g‘éam‘*'m This week let's all thank our colleagues for their
R i unigue contributions and how students have
Stepharie Fata greater opportunities to succeed as a result of
[Student with Excepfionaiities) what they do.

The Poughkeepsie City School District's
2024-25 budgeting process is underway.
School districts across New York State have
received the governor’s projected state
aid allocations. Unfortunately, the
Poughkeepsie City School District - along
with over 300 other school districts - is
anficipating state aid reductions.
Poughkeepsie City School District's S il i L .

projected decrease is $1.4 million. "Our Gov thh Hochul res;antshi hlights of New York State’s fiscal year 2025
goal for the 2024-25 budget will be to budge! Jon. 16, 2024, Ime Y
maintain student programming, resources,

and staff to the best of our ability. However we need everyone to advocate for an increase in funding to the
Poughkeepsie City School District," shared Dr. Eric Jay Rosser, superintendent of schools.

The New York School Board Association (NYSSBA) offers a “Take Action”
email letter you can automatically send to the governor and your state
legislators. The letter includes NYSSBA's budget priorities but is
customizable to fit Poughkeepsie's needs.

Those interested in supporting Poughkeepsie City School District children please voice concerns and request
an increase in State Aid allocations to Poughkeepsie.



https://www.votervoice.net/NYSSBA/Campaigns/111013/Respond
https://www.votervoice.net/NYSSBA/Campaigns/111013/Respond

"We all worked extremely hard to achieve the success that is evident throughout the district. We cannoft take
steps backward in our forward progress in Poughkeepsie," Rosser said.
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Fiffeen Morse Elementary School students took a trip Jan. 26 to
visit The Pines at Poughkeepsie Center for Nursing and
Rehabilitation to spend time with residents there.

Made possible through the Community Schools department,
the students made friendship bracelets, worked on puzzles, and
read books about Martin Luther King Jr. (MLK) and Black History
with the residents. ACC AmeriCorps Community Schools Fellow
Jules Lindquist originally developed this event with the goal of
honoring MLK Day through an act of service.

Melinda Berroa, an employee of The Pines, was thrilled to help Jules Lindquist, 4th grade students, Natasha
coordinate this event as she claims, “Intergenerational programs  Brown, Melinda Berroa, and a resident of the
have been valued for years. The elders enjoy the children and Pines.

the children learn about empathy and develop self-confidence. Many of our elders miss their grandchildren
and light up when the students come in.”

After spending time with the residents, the Community Schools staff debriefed the students, feaching them
about what it means to perform an act of service, and the impact that it can leave on a community. The
students shared out acts of service that they have done in the past and recognized how sfrong the
community would be if everyone served.

In the spirit of MLK Dayy, the 15 students from Morse Elementary volunteered their time to serve others, and it
was a beautiful thing. *“What began as one act of service has transformed into a Community Partnership,”
Natasha Brown, executive director of community schools, said. “We have committed to visiting the Pines
once a month with scholars from across the district.”

As part of its winter refreat last Saturday, the Poughkeepsie
City School District Board of Education, Becky Torres, board
clerk, and Dr. Eric Jay Rosser, superintfendent of schools,
engaged in a day of professional learning around sefting
goals facilitated by Darci D'Ercole, director of leadership
development for the New York State School Boards
Association (NYSSBA). The purpose of school board retreats is
for the members of the Board of Education along with the
superintendent and board clerk to come together to
enhance knowledge, strengthen skills and to build
relationships that will improve the ability for board members to
govern, engage in strategic conversation, planning, and

The PSD Board of Education meets with action that can't occur during regular board meetings. These
Superintendent Dr. Eric Jay Rosser and a trainer to refreats provide the governance feam an opportunity to

help set district goals. assess the board's performance and set goals accordingly.
The morning session focused on the governance team understanding the process for establishing board
goals, best practices, becoming more familiar with the NYSSBA tool for establishing goals, and understanding
the school board evaluation process and NYSSBA tool for evaluation.

The afternoon entailed the board and Rosser beginning the process of identifying priorities and needs and
developing goal categories and goal statements. An additional professional learning session with NYSSBA is
scheduled for Feb. 20, 2024, so the board can complete developing goals, goal statements, and finalizing its
approach to self-evaluation.
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