Poughkeepsie City School District
Office of Dr. Eric Jay Rosser
Superintendent of Schools

18 S Perry Street, Poughkeepsie, NY 12601
845-451-4900 ext. 4950

February 20, 2025

Poughkeepsie City School District Community,

| am thrilled to share that at yesterday's Board of Education meeting, three significant
recommendations were approved, each shaping the future of the Poughkeepsie City School
District. These changes reflect the desires of our school community while aligning our
elementary schools with the developmental, academic, social, and emotional needs of our
students. Additionally, the approved fransportation plan will ensure access for all Pre-K
through grade 5 students who live beyond 0.5 miles from their zoned school.

District leadership has already begun taking the necessary steps to ensure the following
board-approved initiatives are successfully implemented by their respective dates:

1. Renaming Three District Buildings (Effective Immediately)

The Board of Education adopted the Ad Hoc Committee's recommendation to rename
three district buildings. These changes take effect immediately:

e Samuel F.B. Morse Elementary School is now Sojourner Truth Elementary School

e George Clinton Elementary School is now Roberto Clemente Elementary School

e Christopher Columbus Elementary School (currently serving as the district's
administrative building) is now Jane Bolin Elementary School

For more details, please refer to the Ad Hoc Committee’s Final Report [click here] and the
Ad Hoc Committee’s Presentation [click here].

2. Reconfiguring Elementary School Grade Bands (Effective July 1, 2025)
Starting July 1, 2025, all elementary schools will be restructured as follows:

PCSD Elementary School Current Grade September 2025

Configuration Grade Configuration

Sojourner Truth Elementary School Grades 1-5 Grades PreK — 2
(Formerly Morse Elementary School)
Krieger Elementary School Grades 1-5 Grades Prek -2
g Y Dual Language 1-2 Dual Language PreK - 2
Smith Elementary School Grades Prek-K Grades 3 -5
Y Dual Language PreK-K Dual Language 3-5
Warring Elementary School Grades 1-5 Grades 3 -5
Roberto Clemente Elementary School Grades 3-5
. Grades 1-5
(Formerly Clinton Elementary School)

For more information, view the Elementary School Reconfiguration Presentation [click here].

Together, We are Champions for Children in Poughkeepsie City School District



https://go.boarddocs.com/ny/pcsny/Board.nsf/files/DDZU8R7ADBA7/$file/2.19.2025%20Ad%20Hoc%20Committee%20--%20Final%20Report.pdf
https://go.boarddocs.com/ny/pcsny/Board.nsf/files/DE2UVS7DF08D/$file/Ad%20Hoc%20Committee%20FInal%20Presentation%20February%2019%2C%202025.pdf
https://go.boarddocs.com/ny/pcsny/Board.nsf/files/DE2W45838E56/$file/Reconfiguration%20Update%2002.19.25.pdf.pdf
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3. Expanding Student Transportation (Effective September 2025, Pending Voter Approval in May)

In response to a long-standing decades-old request from parents and caregivers, the Board
of Education has approved a proposal to expand transportation for all Pre-K through grade
5 students who live more than 0.5 miles from their zoned school.

This proposal will be included in the budget vote on May 20, 2025, allowing Poughkeepsie
residents to decide. If approved, the plan will take effect in September 2025.

For more information, view the Expanding Student Transportation Presentation [click here].
Next Steps

We recognize that these changes will have a direct impact on families. During the month of
March, there will be information sessions to provide parents and caregivers with additional
detailed information regarding how the new grade configurations and transportation
updates will affect their children. Dates will be published in the Superintendent’s March
update correspondence.

This is an exciting time for our district, as these changes will enhance our ability fo serve and
support all PCSD students. Thank you for your contfinued partnership in championing their
success.

Yours in Education,

Dr. Eric Jay Rosser
Superintendent of Schools
Poughkeepsie City School District

Together, We are Champions for Children in Poughkeepsie City School District



https://go.boarddocs.com/ny/pcsny/Board.nsf/files/DDRU5R7A6AAD/$file/Poughkeepsie%20Child%20Safety%20Zone%20PPT%201_27_2025.pdf
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20 de febrero de 2025
Comunidad del Distrito Escolar de la Ciudad de Poughkeepsie,

Estoy emocionado de compartir que en la reunion de ayer de la Junta de Educacion, se
aprobaron tres recomendaciones significativas, cada una dando forma al futuro del Distrito
Escolar de la Ciudad de Poughkeepsie. Estos cambios reflejan los deseos de nuestra
comunidad escolar al tiempo que alinean nuestras escuelas primarias con las necesidades
de desarrollo, académicas, sociales y emocionales de nuestros estudiantes. Ademds, el
plan de transporte aprobado garantizard el acceso a todos los estudiantes de Pre-K a
grado 5 que viven mds de 0,5 millas de su escuela zonificada.

El liderazgo del distrito ya ha comenzado a tomar las medidas necesarias para asegurar
que las siguientes iniciativas aprobadas por la junta se implementen con éxito en sus
respectivas fechas:

1. Cambio de nombre de tres edificios del distrito (con efecto inmediato)
La Junta de Educacién adoptd la recomendacion del Comité Ad Hoc para cambiar el
nombre de tres edificios del distrito. Estos cambios entran en vigor inmediatamente:

¢ Samuel F.B. Morse Elementary School es ahora Sojourner Truth Elementary School

e George Clinton Elementary School es ahora Roberto Clemente Elementary School

o Christopher Columbus Elementary School (que actualmente sirve como edificio
administrativo del distrito) es ahora Jane Bolin Elementary School

Para mds informacién, consulte el informe final del Comité ad hoc [haga clic agui] y la
presentacién del Comité ad hoc [haga clic agui].

2. Reconfiguracion de las categorias de las escuelas primarias (a partir del 1 de julio de

2025)
A partir del 1 de julio de 2025, todas las escuelas primarias se reestructurardn de la siguiente
manera:
Y i— Curre.nt Grcjtde Septembc?r 202?
Configuration Grade Configuration
Sojourner Truth Elementary School
(Anteriormente escuela primaria Grades 1-5 Grades PreK -2
Morse)
Krieger Elementary School Grades 1-5 Grades Prek -2
Dual Language 1-2 Dual Language PreK — 2
Smith Elementary School Grades Prek-K Grades 3 -5
Dual Language PreK-K Dual Language 3-5
Warring Elementary School Grades 1-5 Grades 3 -5
Roberto Clemente Elementary School
) . . Grades 3-5
(Anteriormente escuela primaria Grades 1-5
Clinton)
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https://go.boarddocs.com/ny/pcsny/Board.nsf/files/DDZU8R7ADBA7/$file/2.19.2025%20Ad%20Hoc%20Committee%20--%20Final%20Report.pdf
https://go.boarddocs.com/ny/pcsny/Board.nsf/files/DE2UVS7DF08D/$file/Ad%20Hoc%20Committee%20FInal%20Presentation%20February%2019%2C%202025.pdf
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3. Ampliacion del Transporte Estudiantil (Efectivo en septiembre de 2025, Pendiente de la
Aprobacion de los Votantes en mayo)

En respuesta a una peticion de hace décadas de los padres y cuidadores, la Junta de
Educacién ha aprobado una propuesta para ampliar el fransporte para todos los
estudiantes de Pre-K hasta el grado 5 que viven a mds de 0,5 millas de su escuela
zonificada.

Esta propuesta se incluird en la votaciéon del presupuesto el 20 de mayo de 2025,
permitiendo a los residentes de Poughkeepsie para decidir. Si se aprueba, el plan entrard
en vigor en septiembre de 2025.

Para obtener mds informacidn, consulte la Presentacion sobre la ampliacion del transporte
de estudiantes [haga clic agui].

Préoximos Pasos

Reconocemos que estos cambios tendrdn un impacto directo en las familias. Durante el
mes de marzo, habrd sesiones informativas para proporcionar a los padres y cuidadores
informacién adicional detallada sobre cdmo las nuevas configuraciones de grado vy las
actualizaciones de transporte afectardn a sus hijos. Las fechas se publicardn en la
correspondencia de actualizacion de marzo del Superintendente.

Este es un momento emocionante para nuestro distrito, ya que estos cambios mejorardn
nuestra capacidad de servir y apoyar a todos los estudiantes del PCSD. Gracias por su
continua colaboracién en la defensa de su éxito.

Suyo en Educacién,

Dr. Eric Jay Rosser
Superintendente de Escuelas
Poughkeepsie City School District

Together, We are Champions for Children in Poughkeepsie City School District
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